Fabulous Fireworks of Power and Courage

In conclusion of The German and Czech Culture Days in Rheinbach, Adam Skoumal, the pianist, charmed his audience presenting works by Robert Schumann, Fryderyk Chopin and Leoš Janáček.
Sabine Wyga 

All week was Rheinbach in token of the EU-enlargement. The German and Czech Culture Days under the patronage of Hans-Dietrich Genscher and Jiří Dienstbier, former Czech minister of foreign affairs, built a symbolic culture bridge to connect the new EU-member. The attempt proved successful, particularly due to Adam Skoumal´s piano concert given at the crowded hall of the local Glass Museum to solemnly conclude the Days. 


The audience then experienced genuine musical ecstasy listening to works by Fryderyk Chopin and Robert Schumann. Chopin never  intended to be supeficially entertaining, his music was supposed to evoke different moods and be very expressive. Skoumal´s  rendering of Chopin´s  Nocturno in C-minor, op. posth. and Scherzo No. 2 in B-minor, op. 31 was full of huge tension, which was transformed into a musical storm of emotions.


The same can be said of Schumann´s Faschingswang aus Wien, op. 26, which is the name the romantic five-suite sonata. Both in the humoristic scherzino of the first rondo-like suite and in the turbulent finale, Skoumal´s striking jumps from fortissimo to piano at a great tempo created breathtaking musical picture. 

Leoš Janáček brought the artist to his native heath. Janáček composed many of his works in a hideaway, and only in the last few years of his life did he become world-famous. These days, he is considered a Czech national composer. His sonata 01/10/1905, which carries his typically strong and brave style, was played masterly by Skoumal. His own Variations of a Folk Song demonstrated the indisputable fact that Skoumal is a master of both interpretation and composition. The musical fireworks were then, unfortunately, ended by the audience´s frenetic applause.
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